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room in the Union Club, and left it only to return to
Samoa. From this time forth, although he formed
various projects, never realised, of seeing his friends,
and especially Mr. Colvin, in Egypt, Honolulu, or
Ceylon, he never, so far as I know, again looked for-
ward to setting foot upon his native shores.

With his wife he left for Apia, and on their arrival
they camped in gipsy fashion in the four-roomed
wooden house which was all, except a trellised arbour,
that had yet been erected on the property. Here for
the next six months they lived alone with one servant,
until the ground was further cleared and the permanent
house built.

Into the details of Stevenson's life at this time there
is no need to go; it was a period of transition, and it is
sufficiently described in the VaiUma Letters. Most of
his material difficulties were crowded into it; but even
from them he derived a great deal of enjoyment
There were daily working on the land a number of
labourers, partly Samoans, partly natives of other
groups, superintended for most of the time by a Samoan
who figures largely in the first part of the letters to Mr.
Colvin. After a while, as soon as the lie of the ground
could be more clearly seen, the site of the new house
was selected on a plateau a couple of hundred yards
higher up the hill, and the building itself was begun by
white carpenters.

This was the only time their food-supply ever ran at
all short; but after their experiences in schooners and
on low islands, they found little to complain of, as they
felt that if it ever came to the worst, two miles off
there was always an open restaurant. Their one ser-112and the opal of the shallow sea.ld have a horse's head athwart thelentum.
